Southern perspectives and co-operation with the South

This position paper has been developed by the RORG-Network as part of the follow-up of the 2002/2003 South Evaluation on the RORG-Network, which i.a. recommended enhanced co-operation with the South in the area of North/South Information (Development Education) and reflection among the RORGs on why and how this co-operation can be developed further. This position paper represents a broad common understanding on why and how the RORG-Network wishes to promote southern perspectives and further develop co-operation with the South on North/South Information in the years ahead.

A. Southern perspectives

The RORG-Network considers it necessary to include southern perspectives (interests, views, perceptions etc.) in its North/South Information carried out in Norway and in the North in general, because:

1. knowledge of perspectives of the South is a precondition for a real and equitable dialogue between the North and the South,

2. southern perspectives on and alternative analysis of global challenges and policies of the North are essential contributions to critical reflection in the North and further development of the policies of the North,

3. we live in an undemocratic, global information society where the media and other sources of information are dominated by northern perspectives,

4. there is a need to promote southern experiences with the policies of the North (attitudes and actions) and promote knowledge and understanding in the North for southern perspectives and because

5. our images and information on the South are often stereotyped and it is important to promote broad and alternative perceptions.

B. Sources and partners in the South (in North/South Information)

Both the North and the South have the right to “ownership” to their own perspectives, but in the South as well as in the North there is a diversity of “voices”. In efforts to promote perspectives from the South emphasis should be made on promoting perspectives from a broad range of sources and partners:

1. issue competent and representative individuals, organisations and networks whom we are well acquainted with,

2. environments/individuals in the South that challenge the work of our own organisations,

3. the grassroots,

4. governments, intergovernmental organisations and central spokespersons,

5. research environments and other relevant environments (political groups, trade unions, the church etc.),

6. media and other suppliers of information and

7. cultural and sports networks.

C. Further development of co-operation with the South and efforts to promote southern perspectives

In its efforts to include perspectives from the South and strengthen co-operation with the South organisations should critically consider the need to search for sources in the South apart from their own networks. Important factors to be considered by individual organisations and the RORG-Network as a whole include:

1. taking realities/debates in the South as a starting point before agenda for activities are set,

2. establishing and further develop contact and long-term co-operative relationships with relevant partners in information in the South,

3. including partners from the South at an early stage in planning (of activities in the North),

4. inviting representatives from the South to comment on Norwegian development policy and current global challenges,

5. inviting representatives from the South to meetings and conferences in the North,

6. arranging study trips (to the South) from the North,

7. using available information from the South I magazines, web-sites etc,

8. using writers/journalists/photographers in the South,

9. promoting South-South networks to strengthen their position as global actors (in providing information) and to

10. making information from the North available in the South.

