Be careful-poster

Ethical guidelines for North/South-information in Norway

(Adopted at the Annual General Meeting of the RORG-network May 24.th 2006)

1. Information actors and “watchdogs”

- Concerning roles of NGDOs in society

1.1 The North/South information of NGOs; communication for a just world on important and current North/South and development issues (see RORG-network position paper on North/South information), are important elements of both the Norwegian and global democracy.

1.2 The NGDOs attend to important tasks, such as development education and critical debate related to North/South information.

1.3 The NGDOs have both the right and the duty to attend to the role as “watchdogs” in relation to Norwegian policy on international development and the conduct of Norwegian and other actors in this field through critical focus on policy and information on criticizible circumstances.

1.4 NGDOs have both the right and the duty to conduct unbiased, independent and critical North/South information based on their own ideological, political or religious basis, independent of pressure of economic or political nature from the state or others contributing financially to their activities and independent of their own economic interests.

Checklist:

· Is the theme and perspective of the information project within the frames of what you see as “important and current North/South and development issues”?

· Have you reflected on what needs or roles are the most important priorities in this project: development education (including changing attitudes), critical debate (including focus on alternative actions) or “watchdog”?

2. Independent, unbiased and critical

- Concerning integrity and responsibility in North/South information

2.1 NGDOs have both the right and the duty to conduct unbiased, independent and critical North/South information based on their own ideological, political or religious basis, independent of pressure of economic or political nature from the state or others contributing financially to their activities and independent of their own economic interests.

2.2 NGDOs have both the right and the duty to promote their own views and perspectives on important and current themes linked to North/South information, including critical views and perspectives related to the activities of Norwegian authorities and other development actors, but do also have the responsibility to ensure that different views and perspectives are expressed in an unbiased and respectful way.

Checklist:

· Has the choice of theme or angle of the information project been influenced by possible negative reactions from Norwegian authorities, members or other existing or potential contributors to the work of your NGDO?

· Have the views and perspectives of others been presented in an unbiased and respectful way?

3. Self interests and common interests

3.1 NGDOs have a responsibility to ensure a focus on important and current North/South and development issues that are – or should have been – on the national or international agenda based on the common interests of the international society to develop a just world for all.

3.2 NGDOs have a responsibility to ensure that information projects linked to their own projects and other acitivites, as well as their own interests linked to marked information in connection with fund-raising, recruitment of new members etc are not conducted in violation of the guidelines of this Be Careful-poster.

Checklist:

· What is the main motive (common interest or self interest) behind the information project?

· Has the need for information of own activities; fund-raising, recruitment of members etc influenced the information project in violation of this Be Careful-poster?

4. Perspectives from the South

4.1 NGDOs have a responsibility to ensure that perspectives from the South are part of its development education (see RORG-network position paper on Perspectives from the South and cooperation with the South).

Checklist:

· Can the content and shaping of the information project contribute to or maintain stereotype images of the South?

· Have you checked if there are relevant on-going debates in the South on the chosen issues/themes of the project?

· Have you checked the views and perspectives and central and relevant actors in the South on the issues/themes chosen for the project?

· Have you considered possible cooperation with one or more actors in the South in developing and conducting the project?

· Is the project dominated by perspectives from the North or the South?

· How would different actors in the South have reacted if they had had the opportunity to read or see the project?

Words and images are powerful weapons, don’t misuse them!

